Singular. 
a 


Plural, 
e, i 


i 




e, a 
i ... 
i, e, a 
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Nouns. 
Plurals are formed as follows : — 

.. atata, star, itata ; agwa, dog, 

egwa. 
• • §g we > g° a t, egwe ; ejo, eye, alo. 
ime, farm. 

okpotso, woman, ikpotso, obo, 
white man, ibo, oho, doctor, 
^bo, oya, man, aiya, obq, 
hand, abo. 
u ... i (rarely e) udzo, duiker, idzo. 

onoiya, this man, enaiya, these men. 

onoiyae, that man, cnaiyae, those men. 

where there is an adjective, its initial vowel changes to 

correspond to that of the noun, e.g., 
egwekpa, one goat, agwakpa, one dog ; akagbomi, new pot, 

ekegbomi, new pots ; ogbomi, something new, enianeg- 

bomi, new things ; atatagbomi, new star, itategbomi, 

new stars ; but imegbomi, new farm. 



Adjective, 

There are three degrees of comparison : osimi (he is) good ; 
osimine (good past) better; osiminela (good past all) best. 



Possessive A djcrti oc and Pronoun. 

iiiq ... ... itsQme. 

§ ... ... itsQ. 

r>, oi, i itsoi. 

ma ... ... itsema. 

wa ... ... itsewa. 

la, ola ... ... itsela. 
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Relative, 



ni, who ; oiyanugbe (oiya ni, ugbe), the 

man who killed him. 
3rd person sing. : no, who, nio, whom, 
pi. ne, nie. 

Interrogative Adjective, Pronoun, and Adverbs. 

oa, who, erne, what, oyemegona, what man is that ? 

emokia, what is it ? emulu, what do you do ? emedza, why ? 

emudzaluo, why do you do it ? 
ebokia, how is he ? ebulu, how do you do it ? 
ere, where, eruyi, where do you live ? ekwereuyi, house 

where you live. 

Personal Pronouns, 

Subject. Object. 

1. j, me, memo, mi ... ... ... me, meme. 

2. u, ugwe, ugwegwe ... ... ... Q, e, q. 

3. o, g, a (dep. on vowel of noun) ... o, oi, i. 

4. ma ... ... ... ... ... ma. 

5. wa ... ... ... ... ... wa. 

6. e, la ... ... ... ... ... la, ola. 

Impersonal, a. 

There is no reflexive ; egbeme (my body) is used to express 
the meaning. 

Tenses. 

Present : iluo. 

Future : iraluo. 

Future perfect : iraluone. 

Perfect : iluone and iluopwe. 

Imperative : lu, gwelu, walu. 

II. L 
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Moods. 

tsimeluo, let me do it. 
iken6gu, I want that he dies. 
ikenSgu, I want that he does not die. 
Infinitive ; ugbemi, to strike. 



Occasionally inversion takes place, 
oiya ugia, man you are. 

Compound subjects are treated as follows : — 

Ogene lagime luo : Ogene with me does it. 

— — maluo : Ogene with me, we do it. 
ogime lu : he and I do it. 
magogenemaluo : I and Ogene, we do it. 
oili lagoitsevara = he and the second one go. 

The negative is expressed in various ways : — 

ikia, I go ... ... ikia, ivakia, fyakia. 

iluo, I do it ... ... iluo, ikaluo. 

luo, do it kaluo. 
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APPENDIX B. 

Examples. 

(1) He killed three men : 

Qgbarheha, E. ; Qgbetuea, Ij. ; qgbanwaia, Ar. ; 
Qgbahumesa, Ok. ; eesaogbui, Ot. ; Qgbigenea, 
Agb. ; qgbemoialea, Uz. ; Qxwiwhera, Aj. ; 
Qkwimasa, Iy. ; gxwixwera, Ag. 

(2) The man whom he killed : 

QmanSgbe, E. ; uwahanogbe, Ij. ; Qgbwamogbe, Ar. ; 
olehalenuagbweli, Sa. ; igenogbe, Agb. ; eleyanogbile, 
Irua ; menoinelogbe. Uz. ; qmonokpebo, Iy. ; 
omonoxweliwo, Ag. 

(3) The man who killed him : 

QmanogbS, E. ; enogbelo, Ij., Ar. ; oiogboni, Ok. ; 
onoiyanogbili, Irua ; qnogboi, Uz.; onoxwelewo, Aj. ; 
Qmonakpeleo, Iy. ; qmonoxweleo, Ag. 

(4) To sit is better than to stand : 

notota Qinosenomudia, E. ; unetolomenumiza, Irua. 

(5) Why do you do this ? I do it because I wish. 
BQzemmalwQna ? Ilurio irirnigikwe, E. ; emezenelaluro ? 

Ilulo, rarekogolemi, Agb. ; bwisenunelwina ? 
Iluorumuyiyame, Ij. ; emuyimurono ? Binimioro, 
Ok. ; mosesuriyo ? Timio erinifia, Ot. ; bezexolema ? 
lluo oigolime, Es ; fikieme woiehiationa ? Fiki- 
diwowoluona, Iy. 

(6) What do you do every day ? I work in the fields. 
Bwalu edagbe ? Igawinawato, E. ; bwalu edede ? 

labia wokato, Ij. ; emuliogbire ? Igbedabia, Ar. ; 
emwiriaxorifo ? mizitotogbehe, Ok. ; moli- 
mokoregbe ? Izimimiyeyi, Ot. ; bwalusedefwani ? 
Iabiawokato, Sa. 

(7) Which goat do you want ? 

Dewenoho ? E. ; ijiremwekQre ? Ok. ; ewenawufia ? 
Ot. ; gwenobiukile ? Agb. ; giewenaholo ? Es. ; 
ewenaniukile ? Uz. ; dedievewogwqlo ? Aj. 

L 2 
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(8) Who is coming ? 

Gade, E. ; anqde, Ar. ; oiyono, Sa. ; olovade, Agb. ; 
k^vade, Es. ; obade, Uz. ; denovade, Em. ; 
amonokianamo, Aj. ; amunabeea, Ag. 

(9) What is your name ? 

Batirue ? E. ; enianzuze, Ar. ; evaiyere, Ok. ; mazue, 
Ot. ; od§w§, Sa. ; gbatie, Agb. ; abawQgye, Uz. ; 
bahakie, Em. ; odewer^, Aj. ; odelor^, Ag. 

(10) When are you going ? 

Dqdenoxia, E. ; eduakpare, §donode, Ij. ; ewalonqxware, 
Ar. ; karukovala, Ok. ; eruirhiege, Ot. ; egegeubu- 
war^ra, Agb.; egeurekia, Esv. ; egenuraixia, Irua; 
eregeanewazakpa, Uz. ; okerawowokbo, Aj. ; okgre- 
wotikbo, Iy. ; okevowokbo, Ag. 
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